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Past President Shimon Peres, of
blessed memory, and Amal CEO
Ravit Dom-Eini at last year’s launch
of the Entrepreneurship Center for
Cyber Security at Amal’s Shevach
Mofet Comprehensive High School
in Tel Aviv.

A little less than a year ago, Shimon
Peres officially opened this
specialized Entrepreneurship
Center – Amal’s third, citing Amal
CEO Ravit Dom as an outstanding
example of how dedication and
determination can take an
innovative idea and turn it into a
concrete reality. “Her vision gives us
hope and belief,” he said.

A very special selfie - During his recent visit to Dimona, U.S. Ambassador to Israel
Daniel Shapiro visited the Appelman School where he was welcomed by Principal Vered Sabo
and fielded questions from the students. “It’s always inspiring to me to spend time in a school
with students who are studying English,” he said, noting that the U.S. Embassy sponsors English
courses through its Access program and a special English-language program to teach debating
skills. Ambassador Shapiro is shown sharing a selfie with delighted students.

A Very Special Relationship



President of Israel Reuven Rivlin, Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini and Amal students circle the President’s Residence
holding hands for harmony.

Holding Hands for Harmony
At the beginning of the school year, Israel’s President Reuven Rivlin, Amal CEO Ravit Dom-
Eini and Amal students from schools across Israel formed a human chain around the president’s
official residence to send a message of tolerance and understanding. Secular and religious
Israeli Jews and Arabs – Muslim, Christian, Bedouin and Druze – joined hands in the hope that
their call to reject violence and bigotry and embrace understanding and interaction would
resonate among all of Israel’s many different populations. The students themselves represented
the varied faces of the country, the many ethnic groups that can be found throughout the Amal
Educational Network. Eran Ben Dor, Director of Amal's Department of Social Values Education,
arranged the exciting gathering.  (Continued on next page)
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Holding Hands for Harmony
(continued from page 1)

Before joining the chain, President Rivlin circled the entire residence speaking to
each and every student. Later in the morning, he answered questions from four
students from different backgrounds. From the beginning, he said, Amal has led the
way in promoting the concept that “that everyone is equal and each of us can be
friends with the other.”

“It is incumbent upon us to break down the barriers in Israeli society,” Atty. Dom-
Eini said. “It is incumbent upon us to find that which unites us and not that which
divides us. We can do this successfully in our society the same way we do at our
Amal schools campuses.”

Bottom right: The students on the panel that questioned President Rivlin were: Eliron
Zalmanovitch from Amal Science and Art in Nahariya; Bushra Na’ator from Amal Qalansuwa;
Talia Ben Eliashar from Ulpanit Amal Harel in Nahariya; and Ofer David from Amal Yeremiahu,
an ultra-Orthodox high school in Jerusalem.



Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini (back row,
fourth from left) and Hadassah Wortman
Jonas, Amal Director of External Relations
(back row, far left) with European
Training Foundation conference
participants from Algeria, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Moldova and Slovenia.

Amal CEO
addresses EU
conference
For the second year in a row, the
European Training Foundation, a
European Union agency, invited
Amal to participate in its annual
conference. Held this year in
Brussels, participants focused on the
importance of entrepreneurship
centers in connecting governmental
and local public and private
institutions.

In her presentation, Amal CEO Ravit
Dom-Eini described Amal’s four
Entrepreneurship Centers and the
excitement they have generated
among the students. She especially
noted how their advanced training
enables them develop innovative
ideas and creative approaches that
combine financial profitability with
humanitarian benefits.

Last year, the ETF invited Amal to
participate in its annual conference
in Turin, citing the Entrepreneurship
Center in Hadera as one of seven
examples of an innovative approach
to skills, job creation and their
impact on policies. Pictured, from
left: Hadera student Tomer
Mosikant; Amal CEO Ravit Dom-
Eini; an EU official; and Amal Hadera
Principal Ilana Strahal.

The Amal Educational Network mourns
the passing of Shimon Peres,

Israel’s ninth president
His actions and deeds will forever serve as an inspiration. A strong
supporter of Amal’s educational and entrepreneurial programs, in
February 2014, he delivered the largest online civics course ever to 9,000
Amal high school students simultaneously, setting a new Guinness world
record for the largest online civics class ever taught.

Marco Frigatti, senior vice president of Guinness World Records, (far right)
presented Shimon Peres, of blessed memory, and Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini
with a certificate confirming the record-breaking accomplishment of “The
Presidential Class.”

“I am moved and proud to open the
2017 Amal Entrepreneurship
Competition here at the Peres
Center,” said Amal CEO Ravit Dom-
Eini. “Shimon Peres was a partner in
the Amal Educational Network
dream,” she said, recalling his simple
statement: “Amal is a pioneer in the
field.”

2017 Amal Entrepreneurship
Competition at the Peres Center

Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini and Chemi Peres, Chairman of the Board of Directors,
Peres Center for Peace and Innovation, congratulate students from Amal Lady Davis
High School in Tel Aviv, winners of the 2016 Amal Entrepreneurship Competition.

Turning to Chemi Peres, the late
president’s oldest son who now
heads the Peres Center, she thanked
him for continuing the partnership.
“Success goes to those who dream,”
he responded, “those who believe
with all their heart in what they are
doing.” Inherent in his father’s DNA,
he said, was a simple belief: “Don’t
give up on your dream.”
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Amal entrepreneurs
present their
projects to New
York students
When six young Israelis from three Amal
schools arrived in New York, they were
amazed to discover that none of their
counterparts in the science programs at
the schools they visited were aware of
the concept of Entrepreneurship
Centers. But after they explained the
innovative three-year program, and Amal
CEO Ravit Dom-Eini presented the
details, the Americans were eager to
learn more – and the Israelis were eager
to explain and demonstrate the apps
they developed in the program.

Accompanied by Amal Pedagogical
Director Dr. Ronit Ashkenazi, they met
with students at four Jewish day schools
– the Ramaz School, the SAR Academy,
the Abraham Joshua Heschel School
and the Solomon Schechter Day School
of Westchester – as well as two other

Members of Amal’s Entrepreneurship
delegation at New York’s Abraham Joshua
Heschel School with Pedagogical Director
Dr. Ronit Ashkenazi (second from right).

Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini, with Ambassador
Ido Aharoni (center) and Amal Financial
Officer Shai Raviv at the reception for Amal
at the Israel Consulate in New York.

Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini with Rabbi Tully
Harcsztark, Principal of SAR High School in
New York.

schools. At the prestigious Bronx High
School of Science, they were welcomed
by Assistant Principal David Colchamiro
and at St. Benedict's Prep in Newark NJ,
they were hosted by Headmaster Father
Edwin D. Leahy.  The Amal students also
spent time at NYU's Tandon School of
Engineering as guests of Dr. Kurt Becker,
an internationally acclaimed physicist
and entrepreneur who serves as Vice
Dean for Research, Innovation and
Entrepreneurship.

At the different schools, students
presented PowerPoint explanations of
their projects and explained how they
developed their apps in their school’s
Entrepreneurship Centers. Atty. Dom-
Eini noted that the students that were
with her – and their accomplishments –
demonstrated the overwhelming
success of the Entrepreneurship
Centers. The unique project evolved
from her belief in the importance of
connecting young people to the high-

Headmaster Father Edwin D. Leahy
welcomes Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini and
Amal Pedagogical Director Dr. Ronit
Ashkenazi to St. Benedict's Prep.



High school
program offers
pre-med training
It’s a long way from a Druze village
near Israel’s Lebanese border to
medical schools in Moldova and
Romania, but for two graduates of
Amal’s Comprehensive High School
in Kisra Samea it wasn’t a long
academic journey. They – and nearly
50 other graduates – had completed
the school’s three-year Medical
Sciences Program.

For the last four years, 23-year-old
Shady Ibraheem has been in
Romania, where the six-year medical
program is taught in French,
Romanian and English. Although
most of his high school classes were
in Arabic, he credits the school with
teaching him Hebrew, a great asset
in his pre-med studies at Tel Aviv
University, and English, which he
uses now. And he credits Nazir
Rabah, principal of the 940-student
school, with his success. “When
their English is good, people
succeed,” Nazir Rabah says modestly.

In Moldova, 19-year-old Ibraheem
Jubran, in his second year of medical
school, wholeheartedly agrees. “It’s
a very hard program,” he says, “and
all the classes are in English. The
school gave me everything. The
teachers are the best, especially the
English and Hebrew teachers, and
the Medical Sciences Program really
prepared me for anatomy.”

“Nazir is a great inspiration,” Shady
says. “He gives a lot of himself to
the school and the students.  He

Careers for
car lovers
Like most of their contemporaries –
like almost all Israelis – Ofer David
and Natanel Brami understand the
importance of cars, so much so that
they have banked their futures on
learning how to repair them. They
are in their final year of the two-year
autotronics program at Amal
Yeremiahu. Last year they learned
about engines; this year they are

Angel Hearts
provides hot
lunches
When Josh Lapsker of Cresskill NJ
decided that Amal students would
benefit from a hot lunch every day,
he founded Angel Hearts to make it
happen – and launched the program
at Amal Ofakim where Yishai and
Yedida Avraham ensure the food is
tasty, nutritious and packaged to
appeal to the teens.

On vacation from medical studies
abroad, Kisra Samea graduates Shady
Ibraheem (left) and Ibraheem Jubran
(right) visited with their high school
principal Nazir Rabah.

came to visit me in Romania and
together we went to Moldova to
visit Ibraheem.”

Far from home, both young men
have a chance to use their Hebrew
as well, conversing with the many
other Israelis – Arabs and Jews – who
study medicine abroad. Most of the
students in Romania are from Israel,
Ibraheem notes. He is used to fitting
in, he says. His is the only Christian
family in the combined Druze
villages of 4,400 people, where his
father is widely recognized as a
talented carpenter.

Shady is thinking about becoming
a pediatrician and returning to
practice medicine in Kisra Samea,
where his father teaches physics in
the high school.

There were 23 students in the first
Medical Sciences Program and 22 in
the second – more than half of them
women. Almost all of them
continued their studies in a variety
of fields, Nazir Rabah notes, proudly
describing their success – the
medical students in Israel and
Jordan, a math teacher, an air force
captain and an industrial engineer.

Yeremiahu autotronics students Ofer
David (left) and Natanel Brami (right)
look forward to promising careers.

tech world of today and tomorrow,
she said, noting that the program
teaches young people to believe in
themselves and how to work
within a group.

Among the excitement of new sights,
sounds and experiences, for many of
the participants, the evening hosted
by then Consul General in New York
Ambassador Ido Aharoni and Galit
Peleg, Consul for Public Diplomacy,
was memorable. Ambassador
Aharoni stressed the importance of
teaching science and technology in
Israel today and applauded Amal for
its groundbreaking efforts in
advancing these crucial fields.

New York philanthropist Harvey
Krueger, who believes strongly in
the importance of exchange
programs, was instrumental in
underwriting the visit.
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learning how to maintain and repair
them. The program has attracted a
wide variety of students – 60 in all –
united by their enthusiasm for
acquiring the training to become
successful mechanics.

As they approach graduation, Ofer plans
on enlisting in the Israel Defense Forces
and dreams of being chosen for an elite
combat unit. To achieve his goal, he
works with a professional trainer to
qualify and works as a waiter to fund his
workouts. “I love autotronics,” he says.
Whatever happens, I’m happy I will have
a profession.”

Natanel’s dreams take him in a different
direction. He is pleased he will be able

to help out in his father’s garage but
hopes to continue his studies in an
academic setting, knowing that he has
the skills and training to fall back on.

Now in its seventh year, this Jerusalem
high school is dedicated to helping
young men from the ultra-Orthodox
population reconnect with their roots
and acquire a profession within the
framework of the religious community.
Its curriculum combines technological
vocational training with academic and
religious studies.

The Natie Kirsh Seed Fund Ltd. of
London provides essential support
for Amal Yeramiahu’s autotronics
training program.

On Mother’s Day in America, a California
mother was halfway around the world
presenting trophies honoring the
memory of her son, Max, a member of
the Israel Defense Forces’ Golani
Brigade who fell in action in July 2014.
“Max loved soccer,” Evie Steinberg said.
“He was always the smallest on the team
but he played with his mind, body and
soul. He understood the meaning of
team, and how to get up, dust yourself
off and keep on going.

“You are all winners,” she said to the
finalists in the Max Steinberg mini-
soccer tournament that involved over
700 players. Amal Hadera, Amal Tel

Sheva and Amal Ramle had each
triumphed in the regional playoffs,
beating out competitors from 43
Amal schools.

“We are touched that you came to share
Mother’s Day and your memories with
us,” said Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini,
presenting her with a special trophy in
honor of the occasion.

The Amal Network gratefully
acknowledges the generosity of Stanley
Black of Beverly Hills, CA, who helped
honor Max’s memory with a substantial
contribution to cover all the
tournament expenses.

Steinberg mini-soccer tournament finale

The winning teams: Amal Hadera; Amal Tel Sheva; and Amal
Ramle. Right: Evie Steinberg and Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini at
the soccer final.



Amal graduate
returns to his high
school as principal
Metkal Sabtan’s eyes flash and his
hands move rapidly as he describes
the changes that have taken place
since he became principal of Amal’s
Comprehensive High School in the
Bedouin town of Ka’abiya five
years ago.

“When I arrived, the matriculation
rate was 35 percent. Now it’s 74
percent and growing,” he says
proudly. “The average age of the
teachers is 37. That’s the secret of
success. Young teachers are full of
motivation,” he continues, noting
that he is a few years younger than
some of the teachers.

Metkal Sabtan is himself an Amal
success story. A graduate of the Amal
high school in nearby Zarzir, he
earned a B.A. in Mathematics before
enlisting in the Israel Defense
Forces. He points out that although
Israeli Bedouin are exempt from
military service, many volunteer.
“They are anxious to,” he says,
adding that he still serves in the
reserves. After completing a master’s
degree in Educational
Administration, he returned to his
home town as principal of the
school he attended.

Israel’s Ministry of Education also
holds Metkal Sabtan in high regard,
selecting him to participate in its
annual visit to San Diego California’s
High Tech High where he had a
chance to observe their unique
educational methods. “I hope to
copy many aspects of the program,”
he says. “They inculcate respect and
equality, and foster strong teacher-
student relationships.”

Even before the trip he had already
established the concept of discipline
and quiet. The 418 students in this
coeducational three-year high
school, study in small classes
focusing on electronics, math,
computer systems and repair, with
special attention to English. It’s not
an easy task as English is their fourth
language studied after spoken and
written Arabic and Hebrew.

When they graduate, many volunteer
for the army. Others pursue
academic studies and some go
abroad to study medicine. Unlike a
generation ago, most of the young
women continue their education.
“Everyone returns to the village,”
Metkal Sabtan says. “They want to
build their lives here. They want to
contribute,” he says.

New course in
diplomacy
captivates
students
In an innovative new undertaking,
some students at Amal’s
Comprehensive High School in
Tiberias have signed on to the
three-year Diplomacy and
International Communication in
English Major that Israel’s Ministry
of Education launched last year.
Based on an intense study of written
and spoken English, the course is
designed to emphasize sensitivity
to cultural diversity and deepen the
quality and scope of
communication skills.

Now in their second year of the
program, Gal Keinan and Sara
Holomanaski enthusiastically
described their concentration within
the program. Gal opted for
communications and Sarah for
sociology. Both involve a range of
related subjects and both are
interactive in nature, moving from
theory to practice.

In an interesting coincidence, both
young women were originally
planning to study medicine. “I
wanted to go into the sciences,” Sara
says. “Now I feel this is my place.”
Gal concurs. “I’m really pleased I
chose this program. It gives me the
potential to be involved in any
number of careers. I’m learning
lessons you don’t learn in any other
subject, lessons with skills, things
that are helpful in daily life.” She says
she now has a greater understanding
of how behavior impacts
communication, that “the essence
of tolerance is being sensitive to
cultural differences.”

“My English has really improved,”
Sara says. “I learned to focus and feel
when I communicate.” She
especially enjoyed the field trips,
where they worked in groups and
analyzed what they saw.

“As the course has developed, the
students have learned how
important it is to be aware of
different norms of behavior,” says
Debbie Gabai, who teaches English
and Diplomacy. “This year our
academic program involves
preparing position papers on conflict
management and psychology and
we’re hoping to put what we learn
into practice at the Model UN.”

Metkal Sabtan, Principal of Amal Ka’abiya,
in the computer classroom, where students
are learning programming, Photoshop and
other computer systems.

Amal Hadera Air Force cadets pay tribute to their supporters: Executive Director Tim
Brown and the Vietnam Veterans’ Foundation of Texas; Joshua Altman of Beverly Hills CA;
and the Jewish Community Foundation of the Jewish Federation of Broward County, FL.
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Three gold medals
at the SAGE
competition
Creativity and innovation can take you
a long way in life. It can even take you a
long way from home, as Rachel
Bernadaky and Benny Rotlevy
discovered. The Shevah Mofet 11-graders
spent a week in the Philippines where
they represented their entrepreneurship
team, their school, their country and
presented their projects. Between the
two of them, they received three gold
medals in the under-17 category.

In a first for Israel, Lev Berman, the
accelerator manager for the one-year old
Shevah Mofet Entrepreneurship Center,
entered his students in SAGE Global,
the largest international
entrepreneurship competition for
young entrepreneurs involving more
than 30 countries.

SAGE Global created the tournament to
build “a global community of teenage
entrepreneurs sharing a common
purpose: to make the world a better
place.” To this end, there are two
competition categories: socially

responsible businesses (SRB), which
emphasize profit, and social enterprise
businesses (SEB), which emphasize
social value.

Rachel won her gold medal for the app
her team created to map handicapped
parking spaces. Benny’s two medals
were in both categories for his team’s
Social Alert Support app that alerts
people nearby to a person in distress.

Both apps reflect how the teens used
their personal experiences to create
meaningful solutions to real-life
problems. For the past few years,
Rachel’s mother has been confined to a
wheelchair and her father is disabled.
She knows how difficult it is for them

At the SAGE gathering in Manila, from left: Lev Berman, Entrepreneurship Center accelerator
manager; Maria Olshanskaya, coordinator; Rachel Bernadaky; Daniel Zhevlev, the Israeli judge;
and Benny Rotlevy.

Lev Berman, Rachel Bernadaky and Benny
Rotlevy with their first place award certificates.



An amazing ‘First’
can quench thirst
In Israel, summer seems to last
forever – and so does the heat and
accompanying thirst. As global
warming takes its toll, the same is
beginning to hold true in many parts
of the world. Four students from
Amal Rehovot have solved the thirst
problem – at least for people in cars.
With a flick of a switch, passengers
can receive cold water directly from
a faucet on the dashboard.

Their invention – a built-in car water
cooler – earned them first place in
the Israeli Network for Teaching
Entrepreneurship (NFTE)
competition and an invitation to the
NFTE Global Showcase in New York
in the spring.

Matan Barbi is the CEO and
programmer. Haim Lakau deals
with the finances. Ibrahim
Shamrokh is in charge of planning
and design and his cousin,
Mohamad Salama, handles the
marketing. All four are entering their

senior year in the refrigeration, air
conditioning and electricity track at
Amal’s Ziv Comprehensive High
School in Rehovot.

“The original objective was to teach
them how to build a business from
the ground up,” says their teacher
and mentor Anatoly Mirlas, “to
create a product that would be
attractive and marketable.” Little did
they realize that they were breaking
new ground.

They demonstrated their invention
in the new air conditioning
workshop, a gift Gene Feiner‘s
family chose to recognize his
lifetime involvement in the air
conditioning industry throughout
the United States.

As Matan explained, the principle is
very simple. Hoses connect a water
cooler in the trunk to the car’s air
conditioning system and from there
to a faucet on the dashboard. Their
invention completely eliminates the
need to carry bottles of water in the
car, water that becomes warm within
a short period of time, bottles that
take up space and need to be
recycled. “Drinking water is
especially important in a climate like
ours,” Matan points out.

The team and their teacher reflect
Israel’s multi-ethnic, multi-cultural
society. Matan’s father and brother
both graduated from Amal Rehovot.
His paternal grandparents came
from Tunis and France and his
mother’s family from Yemen. Haim’s

to find parking that accommodates
their needs. Benny was nearby when
an elderly man collapsed with an
apparent heart attack. After he
administered first aid, while waiting
for the ambulance, he realized the
importance of his being present.

Now in its second year, the Shevah
Mofet entrepreneurship teams
are working on eight different apps,
“all of them good,” Lev Berman
reports. He is especially excited
that they are working on the Internet
of Things (IoT), a system of
interrelated computing devices
that extends internet connectivity
to a diverse range of everyday
objects that use technology to
communicate with each other and
interact with the external
environment. This is evidenced by
everything from “smart” refrigerators
to “smart” cities.

“We are the only school in Israel that
offers a course in this exciting new
field,” Berman says. “It’s the field of
the future and we are learning it
as it develops.”

First prize at the
national CAD
competition
When Noa Marley stepped on the
stage at Amal’s Holtz High School in
Tel Aviv to receive her award for
placing first in the national CAD
competition, she was one step
closer to realizing her goal of being
accepted at the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology.

Demonstrating their design, from left: Haim Lakau; Matan Barbi; Mohamad Salama;
and Ibrahim Shamrokh.

Noa Marley accepts her prize from
former principal Avi Maidan.

family came to Israel from Ethiopia
in the 1990s. Mohamad and Ibrahim
live in Ramle. Well-versed in the
history of their large Muslim family,
the cousins easily recount the saga
of their more than 200 years in the
region. Anatoly came to Israel in
1994 from Lviv, Ukraine.
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At the FIRST finals
For over ten years, Israeli high school
students have participated in FIRST (For

Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology) competitions, locally,
nationally and internationally. All the
teams have the same assignment; all
have just six weeks to meet the
challenge of building the specified
robot that can operate autonomously
as well as wirelessly. Even at the local
level, the competition for the Israeli
title is fierce – attracting more than
4,000 students.

The 2016 challenge: Build a robot that
could successfully shoot basketballs
into a hoop. The 2016 Israel winner:
The 25-member team from Amal’s
Comprehensive High School in Hadera.
The prize: The opportunity to compete
against the 600 winning teams from
around the world at the FIRST
Championship, in St. Louis, Missouri.

Even before they arrived in the United
States, the Hadera students knew
they had achieved something special.
Acquiring new academic and
intellectual skills, within six weeks,
they grappled with the challenge and
designed and built the robot,
creating sophisticated computer
systems that ensured it functioned as
they envisioned.

Recently they had the opportunity to

The Hadera robotics team shows off their winning robot to EU visitors Lida Kita (far left) and
Dr. Madlen  Serban (far right) and Amal Pedagogical Director Dr. Ronit Ashkenazi, Amal CEO
Ravit Dom-Eini and Amal Hadera Principal Ilana Strahal.

Her classmates most assuredly
understood the magnitude of her
accomplishment and the extent of
knowledge and reasoning involved, but
many in the audience were less aware
that CAD means computer-aided design
– and that it is an integral part of
SolidWorks, the computer program she
had studied for the previous two years.
“The judges wanted to make sure that I
knew all the program options,” she
says.”It was a real challenge because the
competition included some things we
had never studied – and we were only
shown them two days before we met.”

Now in her senior year, Noa transferred
to Amal Holtz in the 10th grade to study
Aviation Mechanics and received the
top grade in the matriculation exam in
her field.

The second of six daughters, she lives
with her family in Tel Aviv, where she
runs a camp for 300 children during the
summer and dreams of continuing her
studies at the Technion.



Amal continues to
star in national
competition
Just when you think there is
“nothing new under the sun,”
teenage entrepreneurs easily prove
you wrong. This was more than
evident at the annual Unistream
competition for high school
innovators, where Amal seemed to
be everywhere – from the first-year
presenters with their prototypes to
those with two years’ experience
and a developed product on display.

This creativity and productivity is

just a small sample of what Amal’s
emphasis on entrepreneurship has
inspired – with three-year afterschool
Entrepreneurship Centers at four
schools and the inclusion of the
concept throughout the Amal
Network. With the assistance of
dedicated teachers and outside
experts, students identify a need,
then create a program or a product
to meet that need, develop a
business plan and learn to market it.

Students from Hadera’s
Entrepreneurship Center captured
first prize with their SeaU app. It
provides instant updates about
issues related to the sea and the
shore – conditions such as water
temperatures and tides as well as
jellyfish and other hazards, so
people know what to expect when
they head for the beach. At a
different booth, other Hadera
students presented SPak, a unique
game to teach children with
disabilities about numbers and
counting. Both these inventions –

along with the creative teams – have
already been featured on Israeli TV.

Safed students from their
Entrepreneurship Center were there
with CleanScop, a removable sticker
to sanitize stethoscopes; Dimona
Achva presented their Medkit, a
small water bottle with a timer and
separate space for pills; Dimona
Zinman demonstrated a key that
indicated the house had been
locked; and three young women
from Amal Qalansuwa demonstrated
the battery they developed that runs
without electric input.

With an eye to the future, men
and women in business attire
moved throughout the throngs of
informally dressed proud parents,
excited siblings, educators and
advisors, checking out the displays
and speaking with the students.
The names of the companies they
represented were almost as
impressive as the exhibits and
the exhibitors.

put the robot through its paces for
representatives of the European
Training Foundation, an EU agency,
who visited their school to learn
more about their innovative and
creative activities.
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From Amal Petach
Tikvah – a beloved
teacher and a
successful graduate
Shimon Greenhouse
It’s hardly surprising when students
respond to a teacher who is passionate
about his profession, so it’s hardly
surprising when such a teacher continues
to bring his talents to the classroom,
inspiring and exciting students long after
he could officially retire.

Shimon Greenhouse has been teaching
math and physics for 60 years and plans
to continue doing so for the foreseeable
future. “I retired in 1995,” he says with a
small smile, “but I never went a day
without working, mostly at Amal.”

He actually began teaching in the former
Soviet Union, where he and his mother
were sent at the end of World War II after
a long and torturous journey from the
liquidated ghetto in Krasna, Poland and
years spent fighting with the Polish
partisans. They came to Israel in 1950.
Almost immediately, he began teaching
at Amal’s Comprehensive High School
in Petach Tikvah and continued to teach
there for the next 57 years, also serving
as principal during that time.

“I see students through rose-colored
glasses,” he says. “Each generation is
better than the previous one. Every year
the beginning of the school year makes
me emotional. I love to go into classes
and teach.”

Many of his graduates went on to great
success in their fields, he notes, both in
Israel and abroad. One of them, Israel
Bloom, now lives in Englewood NJ and
serves on the board of the Friends of
Amal in the United States. He and many
of the school’s 25,000 graduates formed
a nonprofit organization to distribute
scholarships to deserving Amal Petach
Tikvah students.

“Amal does good work,” he says. “It
looks for ways to educate students for
life and trains them to give of themselves
to the community. Of course, there are

still things to do. We need students to
engage in more dialogue, not just in
school but on a social level, to interact
in each other’s lives.

“There are reasons to be optimistic,” he
concludes, his rose-colored glasses
firmly in place.

In the library at Amal Petach Tikvah, Shimon
Greenhouse continues to connect with
former students, from left: Ilan, Tal, Nastia,
Nicole and Hadar, while Eliram, another
former student, photographs the scene.

From the beginning, Shimon Greenhouse
has been dedicated to sharing knowledge
with his students.

Miriam Cohen-Kandli
“I love Amal,” says Miriam Cohen-
Kandli, referring to Amal Bet Petach
Tikvah. “Before I went there it was hard
for me to be in school. I think I have
some form of dyslexia. I couldn’t handle
the humanities. Amal let me focus on
the sciences – chemistry, physics and
math – that was my world. My pleasure
comes from learning new things,” she
says simply.

“It was difficult at first,” she says, “but
then I had a teacher who told us she
believed in our abilities and created a
framework so that everyone could
succeed. She told me that it was up to



Neil Shore
dedicates
innovative
educational
programs at Amal
Beersheva
In honor of the 50th anniversary of
his first trip to Israel, Neil Shore of
Toronto, Canada, dedicated two
major programs to Amal’s Mekif Zion
Comprehensive High School in
Beersheva – the Educational
Learning Center, which provides
children with special needs with
assistance and support throughout
their school experience and the
Tafnit Educational Program, which
gives children from disadvantaged
backgrounds the ability to pursue
goals that otherwise would not be
available to them.

“You are a person who understands
children and invests in their future,”
Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini said at the
moving ceremony. “When Neil
heard about these programs, he
didn’t hesitate to support them,” she
told the crowded auditorium filled
with students and staff and friends

Harry Koster
dedicates Cyber
Center at Amal
Shevah Mofet
In a moving ceremony on the
annual observance of his father’s
death, Harry Koster of Toronto lit the
memorial candle by his parents’
picture and dedicated the new
Cyber Study Center at Amal’s
Shevah Mofet Comprehensive High
School in Tel Aviv in their honor.

“I’m here to tell you about the man
and woman in that picture – Moshe
and Shoshana Koster,” he said. “My

Top: Harry Koster honors his parents and
remembers his father on the anniversary
of his death. Bottom: Unveiling the
plaque, from left: Murray Newman and
Harry Koster of Toronto with Amal CEO
Ravit Dom-Eini and Harry Bloomfield
of Montreal.

and family, from near and far. “Thank
you, Neil, for making it possible for
us to give every student the chance
to succeed.”

“I’m happy to help,” he responded
modestly. “You at Amal do all the
hard work. I get to enjoy the fun
part, being with the kids and
watching them with the dogs,” he
said, referring to the dog training
program he also supports at Amal
Petach Tikvah, to help the students
gain self-confidence. “The most
important need is to help those who
could fall through the cracks.”

me to take responsibility for my life
and my future.

“I only understood how Amal
changed my life when I got to the
university,” Cohen-Kandli says. Her
first university was Bar-Ilan, where
she fulfilled a four-year program that
granted a combined bachelor’s and
master’s degree. Then she earned a
PhD from the Weizmann Institute
and went on to complete a post-
doctoral program at the prestigious
Volcani Institute in Rishon Lezion.

Throughout her professional life,
Miriam Cohen-Kandli has held many
important positions, always
pursuing new fields, new
knowledge. She currently serves as
Director of Good Clinical Practices
at the Ministry of Health.

“Amal gave me the basics. I loved
what I studied and found something
I was good at. That motivated me.
That changed my life.”

Top right: Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini welcomes Neil Shore and the members of his
special mission to Amal Mekif Zion Comprehensive High School in Beersheva. Top
left: The youngest members of the mission help Neil dedicate the plaque.
Bottom: Fifty years ago, on his first trip to Israel with his family – his brother, Fred (far
left) and his parents Hy and Bertha – Neil Shore (far right) celebrated his connection
with Israel – and he continues to do so.

father spent time in Israel in the
early 1960s working as a chemist
and in the pharmaceutical industry.
In the 1950s, my mother sent food
packages to Israel to help people in
need. Both of them loved Israel like
a child. This dedication to them
today is most fitting. My parents
believed in honoring schools
that foster creativity and
independence.  Shevah Mofet is
such a school. The Cyber Center is
the appropriate program.”
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Eugene Feiner (center), of blessed memory, with his brother Philip (left) and Dani
Neuman, Director of Amal Philanthropic Endeavors. Above right: Dr. Larry and
AnnDee Feiner are continuing the Feiner family tradition with their support
of the air conditioning and heating workshop at Amal’s Comprehensive High
School in Rehovot.

Family and friends of the Siletzky family and members of Israel’s Commercial
and Industrial Club gathered at the 11th annual scholarship ceremony in
memory of Hasia and Israel Siletzky.

The Commercial and Industrial Club is dedicated to addressing economic
and social issues by promoting cooperation among social and business
entities and leaders that share common public interests. Every year, Amal
students are beneficiaries of their caring and concern.

The Amal Network mourns the recent passing of Eugene Feiner
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, dedicated donor and devoted

supporter of Israel and the Jewish people.

Alan Aufzien (left) of Boonton, NJ, his wife Noni, and their daughter and son-in-
law, Peter and Leslie Levine of Clifton NJ, are sponsoring a recreation and study
center at Amal Holtz Comprehensive High School in Tel Aviv, which partners with
the Israeli Air Force. Mr. and Mrs. Levine (right) and Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini
discuss some of the programs that will prepare students for military service and
careers in aviation-related fields.
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Stanley Black of Beverly Hills CA
and his daughter, Jill Black Zalben,
discuss their commitment to
advancing Amal’s exceptional
entrepreneurial programs with Amal
CEO Ravit Dom-Eini.

At the reception for Amal at the Israel
consulate in NY, Amal CEO Ravit Dom-
Eini thanks New York philanthropist
Harvey Krueger for his support for
furthering exchange programs for
Amal professionals and students.

A strong believer in the importance of
learning, Sue Ressler of Philadelphia
PA has devoted her energies to
enhancing Amal’s educational
activities and advancing its projects
for the community.

 Interested in furthering students’
hands-on capabilities and academic
experience, Albert Nasser of Tel Aviv
has donated simulators to Amal Ramat
David and computers to Amal’s
comprehensive high school in Afula.

Amal is the grateful beneficiary of the
assistance of Rabbi Scott Rosenberg of
Har Zion Temple in Penn Valley PA, and
his family’s charitable fund, the Kronick
Family Fund, for their commitment to
enhancing quality education.

A longtime believer in Amal’s
educational approach, which gives
hundreds of students a chance to
succeed, Amnon Jacoby of Modi’in,
Israel, provides scholarships for
students at the Amal high school in Lod.

Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini describes
Amal’s activities to Danny Bensusan,
owner and founder of New York’s
legendary Blue Note Jazz Club. Raised
in Jaffa, he maintains close ties with
his Israeli friends and family.

Barbara and Martin Coopersmith of
Philadelphia PA are dedicated to
helping further Amal’s educational
programs, and support community
outreach efforts that promote
social responsibility.

Elham and Joseph Farah of Dundas,
Ontario, Canada, provide support for
Amal Atarot in Jerusalem’s Industrial
Park, which specializes in giving its
students practical courses that prepare
them for an immediate career.

Samuel Norich, (left) Executive
Director of the Forward Association
newspaper publishers, and Israel
Blum of Englewood NJ, board member
of Friends of Amal in the United States
with Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini.

Amal CEO Ravit Dom-Eini and Elias
Mattar of Hawthorne NJ, formerly of
Haifa, Israel, discuss his commitment
to Amal and his service on the
board of the Friends of Amal in the
United States.

Ruth Brandt of Beverly Hills CA is
devoted to the students at Amal’s
comprehensive high school in Afula
and a strong supporter of the new
initiative to provide students with a
nutritious and tasty lunch.


